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1 
The Regional Information Report Series was established in 1987 to 

provide an information access system for all unpublished divisional reports. 
These reports frequently serve diverse ad hoc informational purposes or archive 
basic uninterpreted data. To accommodate timely reporting of recently collected 
information, reports in this series undergo only limited internal review and may 
contain preliminary data; this information may be subsequently finalized and 
published in the formal literature. Consequently, these reports should not be 
cited without prior approval of the author or the Division of Commercial 
Fisheries. 
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ABSTRACT 

The Central Region includes all state waters west of Cape Suckling and north 

of Cape Douglas; and includes Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, and what is 

referred to as the North Gulf. Through July 1992, 304 fishermen delivered 9.0 

million lb (4,097 tonne) of groundfish in 1,583 landings from Central ~ e g i o n  

waters. This was the largest harvest on record and generated an exvessel 

value of $2.6 million. By weight, Pacific cod comprised 88%, sablefish 6%, 

and rockfish 6% of the 1992 harvest. Species caught primarily as bycatch 

included flounders, lingcod, and "other" groundfish. Longline vessels 

delivered 63%, pot vessels 3 5 % ,  and jig vessels 1% of the 1992 harvest. 

Increased harvests in 1992 were attributed to strong groundfish markets, 

particularly for Pacific cod, and economic or biological declines in salmon 

and shellfish fisheries. Management of groundfish stocks in Cook Inlet, 

Prince William Sound, and the North Gulf generally coincided with inseason 

actions in the adjacent Federal waters. However, increased fishing effort in 

recent years has generated concerns over the status of nearshore resources, 

particularly rockfish and lingcod. More conservative management strategies 

are being adopted, including proposed regulations to be addressed by the 

Alaska Board of Fisheries during the 1992-1993 meeting cycle. Management will 

benefit from sampling programs to determine groundfish stock composition in 

these nearshore fisheries. Central Region groundfish fisheries, particularly 

for Pacific cod, should remain strong for several years, although annual 

federal harvest allocations for this species have continued to decline. Given 

the increased fishing effort for rockfish, lingcod, and sablefish stocks, more 

intensive management is anticipated. 

KEY WORDS: Groundfish', harvest, Central Region, North Gulf, Prince William 
Sound, Cook Inlet. 



INTRODUCTION 

Groundfish, or bottomfish, includes all marine finfish excluding halibut, 

herring, salmonids, and osmerids. The Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

(ADF&G) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) coordinate management 

responsibilities for groundfish fishing in Alaska coastal waters. The ADF&G 

has management jurisdiction for groundfish stocks in territorial waters 

extending 0-3 miles from shore. Federally managed waters of the Exclusive 

Economic Zone (EEZ; previously referred to as the Fishery Conservation Zone) 

extend from 3-200 miles offshore. Fishery management plans (FMP's) for the 

EEZ are developed by the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council with 

inseason management implemented by the NMFS. Management regulations for state 

waters are established by the Alaska Board of Fisheries with inseason 

adjustments made through Emergency Order (EO) by the ADF&G. State management 

actions generally coincide with the federal actions in the adjacent EEZ. 

Intensified groundfish fisheries in recent years have increased conservation 

concerns for some groundfish resources (Bechtol 1992a, 1992b). 

This report presents data on the commercial harvests of groundfish from waters 

of state jurisdiction in the Central Region, including waters between Cape 

Suckling (144O W. longitude) and Cape Douglas (58O52' N. latitude), and from 

federal waters inside Cook Inlet. 

METHODS 

Fish Ticket Reporting System 

Processors, buyers, and fishermen were responsible for recording each 

groundfish landing on an ADF&G fish ticket and submitting that fish ticket to 

the ADFtG. As part of a cooperative agreement between NMFS and ADF&G, 



groundfish harvest data reported by Central Region processors were entered 

into the statewide groundfioh database. An ADF&G representative reviewed the 

fish ticket data for incomplete or inaccurate information, then data was 

entered .into an electronic database (ADFCG 1989). Groundfish data was 

electronically transferred to the NMFS Management Division office in Juneau, 

Alaska, for compilation of statewide harvest data. NMFS applied,this database 

to harvest verification and inseason management. Data was later transferred 

to the ADF&G Computer Services office in Juneau. Fisheries contributing to 

the data compiled herein included longline, pot, jig, trawl, and sunken 

gillnet fisheries for sablefish and miscellaneous groundfish in Prince William 

Sound, Cook Inlet, and the North Gulf. 

R e p o r t i n g  Areas 

Groundfish harvests from state waters of the Central Region were further 

summarized according to the three geographic areas described below (Figure 1): 

(1) Cook Inlet - here defined as all waters (including federal) of Cook 
Inlet enclosed by a line from Point Adam (59'15'20" N, 151°58'30" W) to 

Cape Elizabeth (59'09'30" N, 151'53' W) to Cape Douglas (58'52' N); 

2) Prince William Sound - waters of Prince William Sound enclosed by 
lines from Point Whitshed (60'27' N, 145O53' W) to Point Bentinck 

(60°24' N, 146'04' W), from Cape Hinchinbrook (60'14' N, 146O39' W) to 

Zaikof Point (60'19' N, 146O55' W), and from Cape Cleare (5g046'25" N, 

147°54'30" W) to Cape Puget (5g056'35" N, 148°26'30" W); and 

3) North Gulf - state waters between Cape Suckling (143O53' W.) and 
Cape Douglas, excluding Prince William Sound and Cook Inlet. 



Conversion and Summary of Fish Products 

Harvests reported by commercial fishermen and processors on ADF&G fish tickets 

were generally expressed as dressed weight. The dressed weight and the 

product value were converted to round weight equivalents using Product 

Recovery Ratios (PRR's) which are specific to species and delivery condition 

codes (~ppendix A; ADF&G 1989). Groundfish harvest data, expressed in pounds 

(lb) and tonnes (1 tonne = 2,205 lb) of round weight, were summarized into the 

fish groups of rockfish (Sebastes and Sebastolobus species), sablefish 

(Anoplopoma fimbria), Pacific cod (Gadus macrocephalus), lingcod (Ophidon 

elongatus), and "other groundfish". Unlike the extensive fisheries in federal 

waters, pollock (Theragra chalcogramma) comprised <0.1% (7,117 lb; 3 tonne) of 

the catch from Central Region State waters, and was included in the "other 

groundfish" category. 

For consistency with other data in this report, exvessel value was presented 

as round-weight equivalents. Product value was not always available for each 

landing report. To estimate exvessel value, the price-per-pound, by 

individual species, was averaged across all Central Region landings for which 

product values were reported. This average price was extrapolated to all 

Central Region landings and summed within fish groups. 

RESULTS 

Management Actions in 1992 

An ADF&G EO, effective from 26 December 1991 through 31 December 1992, stated 

that management actions for state waters of Cook Inlet, the Central Gulf of 

Alaska, and Prince William Sound would correspond with seasons in the adjacent 
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.federal waters, unless superseded by other EO's (Appendix B). This EO: (1) 

allowed for consistent management of fisheries which target the same 

groundfish stocks in adjacent state and federal waters; (2) facilitated 

enforcement of regulations; (3) reduced the duplication of individual 

regulatory actions for adjacent state and federal waters; and (4) provided 

some stock conservation measures in cases where the ADFPG lacks sufficient 

data to actively manage nearshore groundfish populations. A brief synopsis of 

the primary groundfish management actions during 1992 is provided below and in 

Appendix B.2. In an effort to keep the public informed, news releases 

extensively detailing the status of various groundfish fisheries were also 

sent approximately monthly to Central Region groundfish processors. A news 

release detailing the groundfish proposals being addressed during the 1992-93 

Board of Fisheries cycle and soliciting public input on several proposed 

regulations was also sent to permit holders who reported rockfish landings 

during the years 1990-1992. 

With the exception of sablefish and trawl gear, all groundfish fisheries in 

state waters of the Central Region and the adjacent federal waters were opened 

for directed fishing on 1 January 1992. Groundfish trawl fisheries were 

delayed until 20 January, but with bycatch-only restrictions for rockfish 

until July. Kachemak Bay in Cook Inlet was closed to groundfish pot gear from 

I January to 3 February to facilitate an orderly Tanner crab fishery. 

Kamishak Bay in Cook Inlet and the interior portions of Kachemak Bay have 

remained closed to groundfish pot gear since 1 January to protect depressed or 

rebuilding crab stocks. The North ~ o n t a ~ u e  and Orca Bay areas of Prince 

William Sound were similarly closed to groundfish pots from 1 January to 31 

July and from 28 August to 31 December to protect depressed crab stocks. A 

shift of the Pacific cod fishery to bycatch-only on 4 April reduced much of 

the Central Region groundfish effort. The directed Pacific cod fishery 

reopened on 17 August, then shifted to bycatch-only on 16 October. The 

commercial lingcod fishery was closed from 15 April through 30 June to protect 

depressed lingcod populations during the critical nest-guarding phase 

(Vincent-Lang and Bechtol 1992). Sablefish opened to all gears in Prince 

William Sound and to longline gear in Cook Inlet and the North Gulf on 15 May; 

closing in Prince William Sound on 1 June and the other areas on 3 June. The 



sablefish fishery reopened for 24 hrs on 8 June and again on 28 June in the 

North Gulf and Cook Inlet. To prevent circumvention of salmon closure 

actions, the use of salmon seine gear to harvest groundfish was prohibited in 

Prince William Sound and North Gulf areas closed to salmon seining during 1 

July to 31 October. 

Central Region Summary 

Through July, 304 fishermen had made 1,583 landings, delivering 9.0 million lb 

(4,097 tonne) of groundfish from Central Region waters (Table 1). Most of the 

1992 harvests occurred in fisheries for pacific cod (7.9 million lb, 3,589 

tonne, or 88% of the 1992 total),' sablefish (581,087 lb, 264 tonne, or 6% of 

the total), and rockfish (504,424 lb, 229 tonne, or 6% of the total). 

Additional groundfish species, primarily caught as bycatch, included lingcod 

(22,504 lb, 10 tonne), flounders (1,169 lb, <1 tonne), and other groundfish 

(12,560 lb, 6 tonne). The 1992 groundfish harvest was the largest on record 

for state waters of the Central Region. During the years 1987-1992, the 

groundfish harvest from Central Region waters has ranged from 451,664 lb (205 

tonne) to the record harvest in 1992. The North Gulf generated 56% of the 

Central Region harvest, whereas Prince William Sound generated 26% and Cook 

Inlet produced 18% (Table 1). Monthly harvests from the region peaked at 2.3 

million lb (1,024 tonne) in March (Table 2). The size of the harvest has 

generally reflected increased effort as measured by the number of vessels and 

the number of landings. 

A single vessel may fish several gear types within a season or at the same 

time if all applicable licenses and permits are obtained. However, most 

vessels fished a single gear type. In 1992, 238 longline vessels made 1,063 

landings totaling 5.7 million lb (2,601 tonne), or 64% of the total groundfish 

harvest from state waters of the Central Region (Table 2). Sixty-seven pot 

vessels made 447 landings totaling 3.1 million (1,413 tonne), or 35% of the 

Region total. Fourteen jig (including hand troll) vessels made 47 landings 

totaling 132,867 lb (60 tonne), 1% of the region total; and three vessels 



using other gear types landed 51,980 lb (24 tonne), <1% of the total region 

harvest. The catch attributable to longline gear, while slightly above 1991 

levels, was well below historical levels and reflects the increased use of 

groundfish pots for Pacific cod in the last two years (Table 2) 

Central Region Product Value 

Product value was calculated using round weight equivalents. The 9.0 million 

lb of groundfish harvested from state waters of the Central Region in 1992 

generated an estimated ex-vessel value of $2.6 million (Table 3). Pacific 

cod, at an average of $0.24/lb, generated the greatest exvessel value at $1.9 

million. Sablefish deliveries were paid the highest price at $.94/lb (or 

$1.49/lb dressed as headed-and gutted) and generated an exvessel value of 

$546,222. Rockfish, priced at $0.30/lb, generated an exvessel value of 

$148,910, whereas lingcod generated $6,768, flounders generated $140 and other 

groundfish generated $7,616. 

Harvest by Reporting Area 

North Gulf Harvest 

During 1992, 179 vessels have made 676 landings totaling 5.1 million lb (2,300 

tonne) of groundfish harvested from state waters of the North Gulf (Table 1). 

pacific cod comprised 90% (4.6 million lb, or 2,069 tonne), rockfish comprised 

7% (338,938 lb, or 153 tonne), and sablefish comprised 3% (148,409 lb, or 67 

tonne) of the North Gulf harvest. The remainder of the harvest was comprised 

of lingcod (20,162 lb, 9 tonne) and other groundfish (1,655 lb, <1 tonne). 

Based on harvests reports through July, the 1992 rockfish harvest:will 

probably become the largest on record. The North Gulf harvests of Pacific cod 

and sablefish are already the large& on record. Monthly harvests from the 



North Gulf peaked at 3.4 million lb (1,533 tonne) in March (Table 4). Lingcod 

harvests from the North Gulf were substantially reduced from the 1991 level. 

Because of resource conservation concerns, the lingcod fishery was closed from 

15 April through 30 June, reducing potential harvests during the critical 

nest-guarding period (Vincent-Lang and Bechtol 1992). 

' 8 

Prince William Sound Harvest 

Prince William Sound sablefish. Fishermen must obtain a Prince William Sound 

Sablefish Fishery Permit prior to commercially fishing for sablefish in Prince 

William Sound. In 1992, 88 fishermen obtained permits (Table 5). Fishermen 

participating in the Prince William Sound sablefish fishery were also 

encouraged to obtain a miscellaneous finfish interim use card (CFEC card) in 

addition to sablefish cards and permits. Fishermen validly licensed to fish 

both sablefish and miscellaneous finfish in the Prince William Sound area may 

legally retain both sablefish and miscellaneous groundfish in excess of the 

state's 20% incidental catch limits (Alaska statute 5 AAC 05.120), thereby 

reducing waste of the resource and allowing fishermen to maximize potential 

income. 

The Prince William Sound sablefish fishery opened by regulation on 15 May and 

closed by Emergency Order on 1 June, the shortest season on record. The 

432,676 lb (196 tonne; Table 5) of sablefish harvested from Prince William 

Sound in 1992 was the highest on record, but exceeded the harvest guideline 

range of 88,200 to 308,700 lb (40-140 tonne). The ex-vessel value of $406,720 

for the 1992 sablefish harvest was the highest on record. The 112 landings 

recorded by 49 vessels in the Prince William Sound sablefish fishery was the 

second highest effort on record. The record harvests from fewer landings than 

in 1991 indicates increased catch rates and probably reflects more effort 

targeting sablefish and no incidental harvests during halibut fisheries. 

Sablefish loss to killer whales appeared to be lower in 1992 than in previous 

years (personal communication with anonymous permit holders). Sablefish are 

generally delivered to the processor either in the round, or as headed-and- 

gutted eastern or western cut. However, the Department of Environmental 



.Conservation (DEC) has informed sablefish permit holders that "fish head 

removalsn will no longer be allowed in the absence of a fish processing 

license. 

Other  Prince W i l l i a m  Sound Groundfish.  A total of 2.4 million lb (1,067 

tonne) of all groundfish species have been harvested from state waters of 

Prince William Sound during 1992 (Table 1). Monthly harvest levels peaked at 

786,949 lb (357 tonne) in March, reflecting increased effort in the Pacific 

cod fishery (Table 4). Pacific cod comprised 74% (1,744,309 lb, or 791 tonne) 

of the Prince William Sound groundfish harvest, reflecting the continued 

favorable market for Pacific cod. Rockfish, caught primarily in conjunction 

with sablefish and Pacific cod, comprised 7% (165,442 lb, or 75 tonne) of the 

Prince William Sound groundfish harvest. This was the second highest rockfish 

harvest on record. Other species that were primarily harvested as a bycatch 

to Pacific cod or sablefish included lingcod (2,342 lb, or 1 tonne), flounders 

(1,169, or <1 tonne), and other groundfish (7,500 lb, 3 tonne). 

The 1992 Prince William Sound groundfish harvest.of 2.4 million lb was the 

second largest on record (Table 1). The 1992 harvest reflected the favorable 

market conditions for Pacific cod and sablefish, and substantial landings of 

marketable rockfish caught primarily as bycatch. 

Cook Inlet Harvest 

During 1992, 1,6 million lb (730 tonne) of groundfish were harvested from 

state and federal waters of Cook Inlet by 54 vessels making 308 landings 

(Table 1). Reflecting a favorable market, Pacific cod comprised virtually all 

(729 tonne) of the Cook Inlet groundfish harvest. Other groundfish (3,405 lb, 

or 1.5 tonne) comprised the balance of Cook Inlet harvests. Monthly harvest 

levels for Cook Inlet peaked at 949,669 lb (431 tonne) in March (Table 4). 

The 1992 harvest was the second largest on record. 



GROUNDFISH FISHERIES OUTLOOK 

Proposed Groundfish Regulation Changes 

Fisheries regulations establish a framework with which resource managers, 

enforcement, and the fishing industry provide long-term sustained yield for a 

variety of user groups. As resource utilization develops, resource managers 

must address both short- and long-term conservation concerns. As demand for a 

resource expands to exceed potential resource production, the resource must be 

allocated among user groups. For resources managed by the ADF&G, the Alaska 

Board of Fisheries adopts regulations to govern resource conservation and 

utilization. Following is a partial list of proposed groundfish regulation 

changes to be addressed by the Alaska Board of Fisheries during the 1992-1993 

meeting cycle: 

Proposal 3 - Establish a Northern Gulf of Alaska coastal rockfish management 
plan. The proposed plan would establish trip limits, authorize the 

ADF&G to implement bycatch-only seasons, and provide guidelines for the 

implementation of bycatch-only seasons. 

Proposals 4-7 and 10-12 - Establish measures to rebuild locally depressed 
lingcod resources and to protect stable populations. 

Proposal 8 - Establish a North Gulf District in the Central Gulf of Alaska. 

Proposal 9 - Correct typographical er'kors in a regulation which prohibits non- 
pelagic trawl in portions of Cook Inlet. 

Proposal 13 - Allow retention of groundfish taken incidentally by drift or set 
gillnet gear operated in Cook Inlet for herring or salmon. 

Proposal 14 - (a) Prohibit longlining of groundfish pots; and (b) clarify buoy 
marking requirements. 

Proposal 15 - Prohibit the use of sunken gillnet for groundfish in all areas 
of the state. 



Changes in Management ,Strategies for 1993 

Historical participation in most Central Region groundfish fisheries has been 

increasing but variable, driven largely by short-term market fluctuations or 

declines in non-groundfish fisheries (e.g., salmon or crab). As groundfish 

fisheries develops, knowledge from these fisheries may be applied to area- or 

species-specific management plans. For example, Proposal 3 addresses a 

rockfish management plan for the North Gulf, Prince William Sound, and Cook 

Inlet (Bechtol 1992b). However, until a sufficient database on stock 

composition and production parameters is developed, openings and closures of 

most groundfish fisheries in state waters of the Central Region will continue 

to coincide with actions in the adjacent federal waters of the Gulf of Alaska. 

A primary exception will be the Prince William Sound sablefish fishery, which 

is actively managed by the State of Alaska for an established harvest quota. 

Due to increasing effort and gear efficiency in recent years, it has become 

difficult to avoid exceeding the preseason harvest guideline. To facilitate 

management of the 1993 Prince William Sound sablefish fishery, preseason 

processor registration and daily harvest reporting will be required of 

processors. In addition, management may implement weekly fishing periods to 

better monitor harvest rates. If possible, some of the guideline harvest will 

be "reserved" to allow retention of incidentally caught sablefish during the 

directed halibut fisheries. 

Future Industry Changes 

Fisheries for groundfish, including Pacific cod, should continue to develop as 

long as market conditions remain favorable. A major factor of marketing is 

product quality; fishermen and processors need to deliver a high quality 

product in order to maintain a market share. In an effort to maximize 

returns, several fishermen have developed smaller specialized markets for 

selected species. These fishermen are able to generate a high exvessel value 

for a high quality product delivered at a relatively constant rate. If 
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.constant rates are to be maintained, specific gear or vessel allocations may 

need to be developed for some nearshore fisheries. The establishment of such 

allocations will probably depend upon historical harvests or stock dynamics 

data that justifies management independent of federal stocks. 

Permit holders are already reducing interactions with prohibited species by 

altering gear, method fished, or area fished. For example, the use of 

groundfish pots, modified with halibut exclusion devices, has reduced halibut 

bycatch during Pacific cod fisheries. However, greater effort and gear 

efficiency implies fishermen increasingly have both the capacity and potential 

to overharvest a given species or stock. Managers will need to carefully 

establish and monitor fishing seasons that provide access to the target 

species while reducing potential overharvest problems and resource waste 

through unnecessary discards. 

Future fishing strategies in both federal and state waters may be severely 

modified as Individual Transferrable Quotas (ITQ's) are adopted for the Gulf 

of Alaska sablefish and halibut fisheries. The ITQ system will allocate a 

fixed share of the total allowable catch for these fisheries to an individual 

permit holder and will subsequently limit entry into these fisheries. The 

effect of an ITQ system upon management strategies for state waters cannot be 

determined at this time. 

Groundfish fisheries will continue to evolve as issues such as bycatch, marine 

mammals, gear efficiency, and catch allocation are addressed. It will take 

cooperative efforts between the industry and management agencies to develop 

gear that is cost-effective to operate, yet minimizes bycatch. As managers 

develop a better understanding of stock production, public participation will 

play a significant role in the resolution of allocative issues. Ultimately, 

fishermen, the producers, will need to deliver a quality product at a price 

that will maintain and expand groundfish markets, both foreign and domestic. 



LITERATURE CITED 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 1989. Fish ticket system users guide. 
Version 7.0. ADF&G Computer Services, Juneau. 507 p. 

Bechtol, W.R. 1992a. Review of the 1991 Central Region groundfish fisheries. 
ADF&G, Reg. Infor. Rep. 2A92-13. 28 p. 

1992b. Review of the.1987-1992 Central Region rockfish 
fisheries: Report to the Alaska Board of Fisheries. ADF&GI Reg. Infor. 
Rep. 2A92-22. 28 p. 

Vincent-Lang, D., and W.R. Bechtol 1992. Current stock status and 
recommendations for the future management of the lingcod stocks of the 
Central Gulf of Alaska: Report to the Alaska Board of Fisheries. ADF&G. 
28 p. 



Table 1. Annual groundfish harvest and effort from Cook Inlet, Prince William Sound, and the 
North Gulf during 1987-1992'. 

Round Weiqht (lb) 
Ves- Land- Pacific Other 

Year sels m g s  Rockfish Sablefish Cod Flounders Groundfish Lingcod Total 

North Gulf 

Prince William Sound 

Cook Inlet  

Central Region Total 

Pre iminar data through July 1992. 
Inciudes sfate and federal waters, except rockfish which are summarized only for state waters. 
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.Table 2. Monthly roundf i sh  h a r v e s t s  by g e a r  t y p e  du r ing  1992 and annua l ly  
du r ing  1387-1992 from s t a t e  waters  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Region. 

Round Weiaht f l b )  

Longl ine J i g  Pot  Other  T o t a l  

January 
February 
March 
A p r i l  

May 
June 
J u l y  

T o t a l  

V e s s e l s  

~ a n d i n ~ s ~  

Number of V e s s e l s  and Landinas 

Longl ine J i g  Pot  Other  T o t a l  

Annual C e n t r a l  Region c a t c h  composition by gea r  t y p e  du r ing  1987-1992. 

Percentaae  of T o t a l  Weiaht Landed 

Year Longl ine J i g  Po t s  . Other  Vessels Landings T o t a l  Lbs 

a Pre l iminary  d a t a  processed through J u l y  1992. 
Some v e s s e l s  f i s h e d  more t han  one g e a r  t y p e  dur ing  a  year .  



Table 3. Annual groundfish harvest (lb), price ($/lb), exvessel value ($)I 

and effort from the Central Region during 1987-1992. 

Round Ueiqht t l b )  
Land- Pecif i c  Other 

Vessels ings Rockfish Sablef ish Cod F la t f ish  Groundfish Lingcod Total 

324 
Price/lb 
Value 

171 
Pr ice/ lb  
Va 1 ue 

60 
Price/Lb 
Va 1 ue 

21 1 
Pr ice/ lb  
Va 1 ue 

273 
Price/Lb 
Va 1 ue 

304 
Price/tb 
Va 1 ue 

634 317,114 
SO. 33 

$103,600 

1987 Harvest 

223,737 2,076,646 163,059 
$0.64 SO. 24 SO. 28 

$1 43,200 $498,400 %5,400 

1988 Harvest 

1989 Harvest 

1990 Harvest 

1991 Harvest 

Preliminary data processed through July 1992. 



Table 4. Monthly groyndfish catch and effort by Central Region reporting area 
during 1992 . 

R o d  Weight ( l b )  
Land- Pac i f ic  Other 

Month Vessels ings Rockfish Sablef ish C o d  F la t f ish  Groundfish Lingcod Total 

N o r t h  G u l f  

January 
February 
March 
Apri 1 
May 
June 
July 

Total 

C o o k  In le t  

19 45 
22 63 
35 169 
22 30 
4 <4 

NO DATA 
I1 I1 

January 
February 
March 
Apri 1 
May 
June 
July 

Total 

Prince William Sound 

January 
February 
March 
Apri 1 
May 
June 
July 

Total 

Preliminary data processed through July 1992. 



Table 5. Historical harvest and effort.in the Prince 
William Sound sablefish fishery, 1985-1992. 

HARVEST PRICE EXVESSEL PERMITS 
YEAR ( lba) VESSELS LANDINGS ($/lb) VALUE ISSUED 

383,290 2 9 
(173 tonne) 

189,850 32 
(86 tonne) 

205,350 71 
(93 tonne) 

219,720 53 
(100 tonne) 

186,300 2 6 
(84 tonne) 

208,820 , .70 
(95 tonne) 

331,314 72 
(150 tonne) 

432,676 49 
(196 tonne) 

a Lb in round weight, with tonne in parenthesis; 1 tonne = 2,205 lb. 





Appendix A. Delivery condition codes used to specify the dressed weight 
condition of a groundfish product as reported on groundfish 
fish tickets. 

CONDITION CODE 

WHOLE FISH/FOOD FISH 
WHOLE FISH/BAIT 
BLED ONLY 
GUTTED ONLY. 
HEADED AND GUTTED, WITH ROE 
HEADED AND GUTTED, WESTERN CUT 
HEADED AND GUTTED, EASTERN CUT 
HEADED AND GUTTED, TAIL REMOVED 
KIRIMI 
SALTED AND SPLIT 
WINGS 
ROE 
PECTORAL GIRDLE 
HEADS ' 
CHEEKS 
CHINS 
BELLY (MEAT) 
FILLETS WITH SKIN AND RIBS 
FILLETS WITH SKIN, NO RIBS 
FILLETS WITH RIBS, NO SKIN 
FILLETS, SKINLESS AND BONELESS 
SURIMI 
MINCED 
FISH MEAL 
FISH, OIL 
MILT 
STOMACHS (INTERNAL ORGANS) 
OCTOPUS/SQUID MANTLES 
BUTTERFLY, NO BACKBONE 
BONES 
DECOMPOSED FISH 
OTHER - SPECIFY 
DISCARDED AT SEA 
LANDED DISCARDED 

1 
In cases where multiple products are derived from the same fish, the 
primary product is shown with the appropriate code and secondary 
products are listed with the appropriate codes preceded by the letter 
"A". 



Appendix B.1. Primary openings and closures of groundfish fisheries in 
federal waters of the Exclusive Economic Zone adjacent to the 
Central Region during 1992. 

DATE WATERS GROUNDFISH FISHERY" GEAR  ACTION^ 

1/01 GULF OF ALASKA GROUNDFISH, EX. SABLEFISH ALL OPENED 
1/01 GULF OF ALASKA SABLEFI SH ALL BY CATCH 
1/01 GULF OF ALASKA ALL TRAWL CLOSED 
1/20 GULF OF ALASKA ALL . TRAWL OPENED 
1/20 GULF OF ALASKA ROCKFISH TRAWL BYCATCH 
1/20 EASTERN GULF POLLOCK ALL BYCATCH 
2/07 CENTRAL GULF POLLOCK ALL BY CATCH 
3/06 WESTERN & CENTRAL GULF PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH ALL BYCATCH 
3/22 GULF OF ALASKA ALL NON-PELAGIC TRAWL CLOSED 
3/29 CENTRAL GULF AREA 62 POLLOCK ALL BYCATCH 
4/04 CENTRAL & EASTERN GULF PACIFIC COD ALL BY CATCH 
4/24 CENTRAL GULF PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH ALL CLOSED 
5 1-711 GULF OF ALASKA ALL TRAWL EXCEPT PELAGIC 

TRAWL FOR POLLOCK CLOSED 
5/13 GULF OF ALASKA OTHER SPECIES ALL CLOSED 
5/15 GULF OF ALASKA SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
6/03 CENTRAL GULF SABLEF I SH HOOK-AND-LINE BYCATCH 
6/08 AREA 3A HALIBUT-24 HR HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
6/06 EASTERN GULF SHORTRAKER/ROUGHEYE ALL BY CATCH 
6/08 CENTRAL & EASTERN GULF SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
6/09 CENTRAL & EASTERN GULF SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE BYCATCH 
6/12 CENTRAL GULF AREA 63 POLLOCK ALL BYCATCH 
6/28 CENTRAL GULF & WEST YAKUTAT SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
6/29 CENTRAL GULF & WEST YAKUTAT SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE BYCATCH 
6/29 CENTRAL GULF AREA 63 POLLOCK ALL OPENED 
7/01 GULF OF ALASKA ALL TRAWL OPENED 
7/01 EASTERN GULF SHORTRAKER/ROUGHEYE ALL CLOSED 
7/07 CENTRAL GULF AREA 63 POLLOCK ALL BY CATCH 
7/08 GULF OF ALASKA OTHER SPECIES ALL BYCATCH 
7/10 CENTRAL GULF SHORTRAKER/ROUGHEYE ALL BYCATCH 
7 / 12 CENTRAL GULF AREA 62 POLLOCK ALL BY CATCH 
7/15 EASTERN GULF PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH ALL BY CATCH 
7/27 WEST YAKUTAT SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE CLOSED 
8/03 EASTERN GULF PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH ALL CLOSED 
8/05 GULF OF ALASKA ALL BOTTOM TRAWL BYCATCH 
8/17 CENTRAL & EASTERN GULF PACIFIC COD-INSHORE ALL OPENED 
9/07 AREA 3A HALIBUT-24 HR HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
9/21 GULF OF ALASKA ALL LONGLINED POTS CLOSED 
9/28 CENTRAL GULF POLLOCK ALL OPENED 
9/30 GULF OF ALASKA ALL BOTTOM TRAWL OPENED 
9/30 CENTRAL GULF PACIFIC COD-OFFSHORE ALL BY CATCH 
10105 AREA 3A HALIBUT-48 HR HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
10/05 WEST YAKUTAT SABLEFISH TRAWL CLOSED 
10105 EASTERN GULF PACIFIC COD-OFFSHORE ALL BY CATCH 
10/05 CENTRAL GULF AREA 63 POLLOCK ALL BYCATCH 
10/07 CENTRAL GULF SHORTRAKER/ROUGHEYE ALL CLOSED 
10108 CENTRAL GULF AREA 62 POLLOCK ALL BY CATCH 
10/10 GULF OF ALASKA THORNYHEAD ALL BY CATCH 
10/16 CENTRAL GULF PACIFIC COD-ALL ALL BYCATCH 

4 
fishing fleets operating in federal waters. 
BYCATCH - Means that a fishery is only open to bycatch allowances. 
EG = Eastern Gulf (5 AAC 28.100), PWS = Prince William Sound (5 AAC 
28.200), CI = Cook Inlet (5 AAC 28.300), CG = Central Gulf (5 AAC 28.400), 
WG = Western Gulf (5 AAC 28.500) * Halibut fisheries significantly affect groundfish fishery management. 



Appendix B.2. Primary openings and closures of groundfish fisheries in state 
waters of the Central Region during 1992. 

DATE WATERS. FISHERY GEAR  ACTION^ 

CI , PWS , CG SEASONS COINCIDE W/NMFS INSEASON ADJUSTMENTS 
CI, CG SABLEFISH ALL BYCATCH 
CI I PWS I CG ALL TRAWL CLOSED 
KAMISHAK & KACHEMAK BAYS ALL POT CLOSED 
N MONTAGUE & ORCA BAY ALL POT CLOSED 
CI, PWS, CG ALL TRAWL OPENED 
EG POLLOCK ALL BY CATCH 
CI , PWS CG ROCKFISH TRAWL BY CATCH 
OUTER KACHEMAK BAY ALL POT OPENED 
CI, PWS, CG POLLOCK ALL BY CATCH 
CI, PWS, CG PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH ALL BY CATCH 
CII PWSI CGI EG ALL NON-PELAGIC TRAWL CLOSED 
CI, PWS, CG, EG PACIFIC COD ALL BY CATCH 
CG WEST OF CAPE DOUGLAS LINGCOD ALL CLOSED 
CI, PWS, CG PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH ALL CLOSED 
CI, PWS, CG, EG ALL TRAWL EXCEPT PELAGIC 

TRAWL FOR POLLOCK CLOSED 
CI, PWS, CG, EG OTHER SPECIES ALL CLOSED 
CI. CG. EG SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
PWS SABLEFISH ALL OPENED 
PWS SABLEFISH ALL CLOSED 
CI, CG SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE BYCATCH 
EG SHORTRAKER/ROUGH~YE ALL BYCATCH 
CI, PWS, CG HALIBUT-24 hr HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
CI, CG, EG SABLEFISH BOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
CI, CG, EG SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE BYCATCH 
CI, PWS, CG EAST OF 154OW POLLOCK ALL BYCATCH 
CI, CG SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
CI, CG SABLEFISH HOOK-AND-LINE CLOSED 
CI, PWS, CG EAST OF 154OW POLLOCK ALL OPENED 
CI, PWS, CG ALL TRAWL OPENED 
CI, PWS, CG N OF CAPE DOUGLAS ALL SEINE 

CLOSED IN AREAS AND PERIODS CLOSED TO SALMON SEINE GEAR 
CI, PWS, CG, EG OTHER SPECIES ALL BYCATCH 
CI, PWS, CG SHORTRAKER/ROUGHEYE ALL BY CATCH 
N MONTAGUE & ORCA BAY ALL POT OPENED 
CI, PWS, CG ALL BOTTOM TRAWL BYCATCH 
CI, PWS, CG, EG PACIFIC COD ALL OPENED 
CI, PWS, CG HALIBUT-24 hr HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
CI, PWS, CG POLLOCK ALL OPENED 
CI, PWS, CG, EG ALL TRAWL OPENED 
CI , PWS, CG HALIBUT-48 hrd HOOK-AND-LINE OPENED 
CI, PWS, CG EAST OF 154OW POLLOCK ALL BYCATCH 
CI, PWS, CG SHORTRAKER/ROUGHEYE ALL CLOSED 
CI, PWS, CG, EG THORNYHEAD ALL BY CATCH 
CI, PWS, CG PACIFIC COD ALL BYCATCH 

a 
EG = Eastern Gulf (5 AAC 28.lOO), PWS = Prince William Sound (5 AAC 
28.200), CI = Cook Inlet 5 AAC 28.300), CG = Central Gulf (5 AAC 28.400), 

h WG = Western Gulf 15 AAC 48.5001 
" BYCATCH - Means that a fisher is on1 open to bycatch allowances. For 

state waters, bvcatch is leaa5 onlv wKen a flsherv 1s onen- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Management acticjns involving' ~oard*of Fisheries r6giiatfOns or:ADF&G 
Emergenc Orders specrfrc to waters of State urisdiction. 
Halibut fisheries aignif icantly af fect groundJish fishery management. 



The Alaska Department of Fish and Game conducts all programs and 
activities free from discrimination on the basis of sex, color, 
race, religion, national origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, 
parenthood, or disability. For information on alternative 
formats for this and other department publications, please 
contact the department ADA coordinator at (voice) 907-465-4120, 
(TDD) 1-800-478-3648 or (fax) 907-586-6596. Any person who 
believes s/he has been discriminated against should write to: 
ADFLG, PO BOX 25526, Juneau, AK 99802-5526; or O.E.0, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Washington, DC 20240. 


